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Idaho statute does not prevent the Department of Health and Welfare from
keeping child protection referral and investigation records indefinitely.

Two systems store information about child protection cases. Record retention

The department kept records for
11,546 referrals that did not meet
statutory definitions of abuse or
neglect in fiscal year 2019.
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Maintaining records that families are
unaware of but can be used against
them may fuel tension and lack of
trust.

Idaho is one of only 6 states that do
not have expungement regulations.
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are inconsistent.
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1. Clarify and strengthen Idaho’s laws for child protection records by establishing criteria and timelines for N %
when records must be deleted from the department’s child welfare data management system. g ope H
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Clarify Idaho’s statutory definitions for child maltreatment by removing or further defining the term
“failure to provide a stable home environment”.
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